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The views of preschool teachers on the educational effects on
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Abstract : This questionnaire survey research explored the views of preschool teachers on the educational effects of having
animals on kindergarten premises and its influence on toddlers’ psychological development. Study subjects comprised 130
preschool teachers. Results showed that many of preschool teachers were hoping that animals are a positive impact on
toddlers. Although they had concerns about animal allergies, infectious diseases, and injuries, they perceived that interacting
with the animals nurtured sympathetic emotions toward the animals as well as psychological development in toddlers, such as
their ability to take on roles and see things from the animals’ perspectives, and in maintaining psychological stability.
Further, the study showed that preschool teachers perceived that, by experiencing the birth and death of the animals, young
children could learn about the different stages of life as defined in Piaget theory of lifespan development (2007).
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