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Recent development in dog social cognition research-Why study dogs?

Kakinuma Miki

Nippon veterinary and life science university

Abstract: The study of dogs’ high levels of social abilities with humans has been a popular theme over the last 20 years.

Researchers have focused on the ontogeny of this canine social ability by comparing it with the social ability of hand-raised

wolves. These studies suggest some genetic differences lead to the high social ability of dogs. At the same time, however,

environmental factors are also involved. In this paper, family dogs (often well trained) participate in cognitive experiments. A

comparison of family dogs with shelter dogs or lab dogs suggests the importance of good relationships with humans in

enabling dogs to perform well. Studying dogs could lead to the development of social robots or a better understanding of how

dogs have adapted to humans and what humans expect in their animal companions.
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